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of service: and further his like pleasure is, that the Lord P.
[&c.] shall in every of their principal sittings give a special
charge that none, either noblemen or gentlemen or other,
presume to retain any of his Majesty's tenants, charging all his
Majesty's tenants upon pain of his Majesty's displeasure in no
wise to agree to any such retainer with any man, hut only to
depend upon his Highness and upon such as his Majesty shall
appoint to be his officers in that behalf.

XLII. [General order to sheriffs &c. to aid the Council.]

XLIII. And to the end that the said Lord P. [&c.] may
proceed to the administration of justice as well in all causes
concerning,his Majesty or the good and quiet government of
his Majesty's subjects ... as likewise to give convenient relief
to all suitors, plaintiffs and defendants, . . . and that the said
suitors or any others whom the said Lord P. [&c.] shall by his
Highness' process call before them may quietly have access to
the said President [&c.] . . . without any impeachment or
molestation by arrest, . . . (which privileges are [so] incident
to his Majesty's high courts of justice at Westminster that
without the same in many cases they cannot administer his
Highness7 laws) . . .; therefore his Majesty's will and pleasure is
that all his subjects, as well in making their repair to the said
P. [&c.] as likewise during the time of their necessary abode to
stay about the same and in their return home again, shall be
privileged and discharged from all arrests by any process or
warrant granted or sued out or from any corporation wherein
the said Council shall be then resident or being.

XLIV. [Council to act with diligence.]

XLY. And the King's Majesty's further pleasure is, that the
Lord P. [&c.] . . . shall minister as well the oath of supremacy
as the oath hereafter mentioned1 unto every of the said
Council whensoever they shall be preferred thereunto . . *

XLYI. And forasmuch as it is convenient that as well all
inferior officers and attendants ... as other superiors may be
obedient to the laws of the realm concerning the service of God
and the profession of the true Christian religion established in
the realm, the Lord P. [&c.] shall take order that no person
,. . shall continue in or exercise any office there except they
1 This.oath.nearly resembles that of a Privy Councillor (see above, p. 165).